
 

 

Dear Lake Mathews Community, 

 

Officially, autumn has arrived though our weather is not indicating such.  

With the change of season, we just reached the mid-term for first trimester. 

 

We know that for many parents the implementation of the Eureka math 

materials for instruction is a BIG change from the way math was taught in 

the past.  The focus is conceptual development and problem-solving.  Stu-

dents are required to think deeply and persevere with the work.  They ex-

plore and learn a variety of strategies to use and in doing so extend their 

learning beyond simple rote memory.  The depth of understanding devel-

ops, but the change does necessitate patience and a tolerance for some am-

biguity and rigorous thought..  We approach this, as with all our teaching, 

with a growth mindset.  The goal is to have all students demonstrating con-

tinuous growth over the course of the  academic year. 

 

Coming in November—two benches—one to go on the playground and 

one in front of the entrance to school.  These are gifts from Mrs. Ungerer, 

former teacher here, in continued support of our Bobcats.  We are truly 

grateful for her generosity and thoughtfulness. 

 

As all of the drivers know, the parking lot is busy and congested.  Please 

keep our children and adults safe by respecting the following:  

 There is no left turn on to Blackburn permitted at dismissal (sign post-

ed). 

 There is no parking or standing in the designated car lanes or the red 

curbing. 

 Cars are not to be left unattended in the drop-off/pick-up yellow curb 

lane. 

 Please do not text while driving in the lot. 

 Use the crosswalk in the lot—do not walk between cars in the lane. 

 Have students enter or exit the car on the curbside not in the car lanes. 

 

The safety of our Bobcat community depends on all of us. 

 

Please check the calendar for upcoming events. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of our Blue Ribbon school! 

 

Sincerely, 

Pamela R. Williams 
Principal 

 

 

Principal’s Message 

Inside this issue: 

 TK News 2 

Kindergarten News 2 

First Grade News 3 

Second Grade News 3 

Third Grade News 4 

Fourth Grade News 4 

Fifth Grade News 5 

Sixth Grade News 5 

  
December 

Calendar 
6 

RUSD 

Lake Mathews Elementary 

Monthly News 

Special points of interest: 
 

Se[t 28—Progress Reports go home 

Oct 1—5   PTA Book Fair  

Oct 14—PTA Fall Festival 

Oct 23—Picture Make-up Day 

Oct 22-26—Red Ribbon Week 

Oct 26—Award Assemblies 

 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 

Safety Note 

Dismissal traffic is a chal-

lenge, and we ask drivers to 

observe traffic codes and to 

use caution.  Cars are not to 

be in the red curb zones even 

if drivers are in the car.     

Drivers are asked to be cau-

tious and courteous.  Our 

students ‘ safety is at stake. 

 



Transitional Kindergarten Talk 

mazes, pick a pumpkin from the 

pumpkin patch, and enjoy a picnic 

lunch before heading back to school. 

Please make sure your permission 

slip is returned by October 12th.   

      We will have a Fall Center 

Day on Friday, October 26th.  The 

children will work on many different 

activities that relate to the season 

of autumn and harvesting.  Your 

child’s teacher will be providing de-

tails soon. Volunteers will be need-

ed!  

 

 

Thank you! 

The Kindergarten Team 

 

            Mrs. Mattson   Ext. 43545    

smattson@rusd.k12.ca.us                              

Mrs. Ippolito  Ext. 43524 

dippolito@rusd.k12.ca.us 

                 Mrs. Verango   Ext. 43512 

                dverango@rusd.k12.ca.us 

                 Mrs. Rees  Ext.  43519 

                rrees@rusd.k12.ca.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Chatter 
Kindergarten News 

 Our kindergartners have 

adapted very well to the routines 

at school.  August and September 

were months filled with getting 

acquainted, learning routines, and 

finding out how important it is to 

be a Kindergartner. Now they are 

applying what they have been 

learning are becoming more inde-

pendent!  

 During the month of Octo-

ber, our language arts theme will 

be “Friends”.  In science, we will 

learn about how apples grow and 

matter.  In math, we are building 

numbers 1-10 and learning that 

numbers can be broken down into 

parts.   

 Our field trip this year will 

be to Greenspot Farms on Thurs-

day, October 18th.  We will explore 

 

The students in our newest grade level 

have started the school year with an 

abundance of energy!  During  August 

and September, our theme was 

“Welcome New Friends”.  We learned 

how to make friends, what makes a 

friend special, and how we help our 

friends.  The wonderful part of this, is 

that I see them applying these life 

skills throughout the day, even during 

recess and lunch!   

During October, we will continue our  

theme “Meet My Family”.  We will learn 

about who is in our family, how family 

members care for one another, who 

helps in the family, and what families 

do for fun.  We will also be focusing on 

the individual letters of the alphabet, as 

well as counting and recognizing num-

bers from 1-5. 

Be sure to check their backpacks on 

Monday for the Bobcat Folder.  It will 

contain the Family Newsletter and, gen-

erally, important papers.  Please remove 

the papers once you have read them and 

try to have the folder returned by 

Wednesday. 

We will be participating in the field trip to 

Greenspot Farms on Thursday, October 

18th.  We will be joining the kindergarten-

ers in exploring mazes ,picking pumpkins 

and having a picnic lunch.  All this infor-

mation will be in the Bobcat Folder.  

Please make sure the permission slip is 

returned by October 12th. 

We will be having a Fall Center 

Day on October 26th.  More infor-

mation will be provided as we 

move closer to that date.  

Mrs.Burch  Ext 43505 

(mburch@rusd.k12.ca.us) 
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Second Grade Scoop 

                First grade focus 

      

     October is a very busy month for our second grade bobcats!  In math, our second graders will working on place value, counting, and 

comparison of numbers to 1,000.  Students will continue to use number bonds and tape diagrams to solve problems.  Please continue to 

review your child’s daily math work with them at home.  Dreambox is a great tool to review basic math skills and practice new skills being 

taught in class. 

We will be wrapping up our language arts Theme 1 “Friends and Family” within the first part of October.  Around mid-October, we 

will be walking into Theme 2 “Community Heroes” in language arts.  Our reading comprehension skills we will continue to spiral are charac-

ter, setting, and plot.  In grammar, we will focus on nouns and commas in a series.  As we explore “Heroes” we will continue to write in-

formative paragraphs.  Students will focus on writing a paragraph using a topic sentence, supporting details, and a closing. 

We will be switching gears from social studies to science by moving into life science.  Our brilliant scientists will be learning about 

animal life cycles.  Students will research animals and write informative paragraphs about animals being studied. 

Please continue to complete homework with your child daily.  This includes having your child read aloud to you for 15 minutes 

each and every day.  To extend learning, practice math facts (addition and subtraction to 20) at home.  Try to make a game of math facts 

to make learning fun!   

If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher.  Thank you for your continuing support!  When we work as a team 

for our students’ education, everybody succeeds!  

      

Mrs. Baca: Ext. 43515 (kbaca@rusd.k12.ca.us)           Mrs. Grova : Ext. 43514 (lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us)               

Mrs. McBride: Ext. 43507 (cmcbride@rusd.k12.ca.us)  Mrs. D. Flores  Ext. 43510  (dflores@rusd.k12.ca.us)  

The first grade year started with some reorganization, but children are now settled into routines.  Our first unit in 

language arts focused on the short vowels a, i, and blends at the beginning and end of words.  Our comprehen-

sion focused on story structure and sequence of events (beginning, middle, end).   

In math, we have begun to fully implement the Eureka curriculum.  This includes a focus on fluency, and using 

number bonds to model part-part-whole relationship of numbers.   

The students are learning to rotate to different skills at P.E. after muscles are warmed up.   

In our social studies unit, Rules and Laws, students learned about home, school, and community rules and laws, 

and community leaders.  Our informational writing skills came in handy when students wrote about what a mayor 

does on the job.   

Science began with a physical science unit learning about light and sound waves.   

First grade teachers would like to thank all the families who helped to start our year well with support of time or 

resources. If you have questions or concerns, please contact your child’s teacher.  

Miss Duarte Ext. 43511 cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. NuttallExt.43519     dnuttall@rusd.k12.ca.us       

Mrs. Torres Ext. 43540 ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us  

Mrs. Wilson Ext. 43508  dwilson@rusd.k12.ca.us 

Ms. Starr Ext 43509   cstarr@rusd.k12.ca.us 

mailto:kcauffiel@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:lgrova@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cduarte@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:bnorton@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:ftorres@rusd.k12.ca.us


Hello Bobcat Parents! 
Welcome to third grade!  We are all so glad to have you on board with us.  Third graders have settled 
nicely into school and our daily classroom routines.  We continue to introduce students to the rigors 
of third grade with essay writing, reading to learn as opposed to learning to read, and introducing our 
new math adoption.  Be patient as we enter this new year of learning and feel free to contact us with 
any questions or concerns. 
There are several ways to assist your child at home this year.  First, provide them with a quiet space 
for completing their homework.  Also, review their homework with them nightly and go over any ques-
tions as they arise.  Be available to provide them with help, but do not think for them.  Our goal for this 
year is to encourage your child to ask questions when they do not understand and to persevere 
through difficult problems.  Building this stamina is so important for their success.  Finally, check 
your child’s planner nightly and sign at the bottom.  We send home information on a daily basis so go-
ing through their folders and taking out unneeded papers is much appreciated.   
Third graders have PE first thing in the morning Monday through Friday.  Please make sure they have 
the proper footwear to be able to participate fully.  We look forward to working with you and your 
child this year and anticipate a very successful year ahead. 

Thank you as always for your continued support and help with our students and classrooms! 
The Third Grade Team 

                        Mrs. Bambrick ~ Mrs. Flotron ~ Mrs. Steel~ Ms. Sheskey           

                                                 ( x43520)            (x43513)          (x43523)          (x43516)  

 Ms. Sheskey  (lsheskey@rusd.k12.ca.us)      Mrs. Bambrick    (vbambrick@rusd.k12.ca.us)                                                                   

 Mrs. Flotron (vflotron@rusd.k12.ca.us)           Mrs. Steel  (msteel@rusd.k12.ca.us)        

Fourth Grade Fun 
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Happy autumn to all from the Fourth Grade Team!  We are working hard and moving along at a successful speed.  Thank you for all your home 
support as our students settle into this new school year.  There are many wonderful activities coming up in the fourth grade. Here’s a glimpse at what we 
are completing. 

LANGUAGE ARTS:  Our explorations in reading continue with our implementation of the McGraw -Hill Reading Wonders program. The first two stories 
in Unit 1 have focused on how challenges can bring out our best ideas. We have examined this big idea through the context of both literary and nonfic-
tion text selections. Each week we use our essential questions to guide our interactions and to help us make more meaningful connections with the text. 
Each day we build upon our connections as we delve deeper into our content through collaborative conversations, writing, and close reading. Please 
continue to make sure students are completing their nightly reading and practicing fluency.  Next month we will be completing our district assessments 
for language arts and writing.  

MATH:  Our year began with a focus on whole numbers: place value, rounding, adding, and subtracting.  Next, we will study metric and  customary 
units of measurement.  The math program continues to emphasize concepts within number sense focusing specifically on a foundational understanding 
of place value and properties of operations (multiplication, division, addition, and subtraction). Please encourage your child to practice the multiplication 
facts regularly. Knowledge of their facts is essential to multi-digit multiplication in fourth grade.  

SOCIAL STUDIES:  We have been focusing on California’s geography and regions.  The next chapter we will begin to study is the early history of  Califor-
nia and its people.  Our studies will include early Indian tribes, exploration, settlements, and Mexican rule.   

SCIENCE:  Life science is our major focus this month.  We will be completing these units and applying our inquiry -based skills to the scientific process as 
we continue to examine the world around us.   

The fourth grade team would like to remind everyone that we have 4th Grade P.E. outdoors Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. Please make sure your 
child is wearing appropriate shoes or bringing shoes with them to change.  Also, please remind your child to use their breaks (before school, morning, 
and lunch recess) to use the restroom so they do not miss valuable instructional time.  

Please continue to check with your students nightly for reminders about homework and exciting upcoming events. We also encourage you to check your 
4th grade teacher’s PowerSchool Learning website.  

                 Mrs. Beymer: rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us;      Ms. Howard: mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us;  

 Ms. Richardson:  crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us;  Mrs. Sanchez: mlsanchez@rusd.k12.ca.us;        Mrs. Smith: ajsmith@rusd.k12.ca.us 

Third Grade Thunder 

mailto:rbeymer@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:mhoward@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:crichardson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:mlsanchez@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:asmith@rusd.k12.ca.us


Sixth Grade Summary 
 

In 6th grade, we have been very busy addressing the standards to ensure that students are working at a more rigorous level 
in reading, writing, math, social studies, and science. We are also working on having students take responsibility for their actions 
and their schoolwork. 

In writing, we will be taking the students through the entire writing process. Our focus is on writing an informative/
explanatory essay.  In reading, we are working in the Wonders textbook on skills related to reading expository text.  We are empha-
sizing using the R.A.C.E. (Restate, Answer, Cite text evidence, Explain) strategy across all content areas to answer our essential 
questions. Social studies is integrated throughout language arts as the students are learning about early humans and working to 
understand what is necessary for human survival. 

In math, the students are learning about ratios. They have learned how to use a tape diagram, table, and a double number 
line in order to find equivalent ratios. The students are learning how to solve real world problems involving ratios. Going on 
DreamBox throughout the week is important to help students further develop these concepts. Continue to have them show you Exit 
Tickets in their yellow math folder to see how they are progressing through the standards.   

In science, the students learned about Continental Drift Theory. They participated in lab stations and completed a quiz last 
week. The students are in new lab groups and learning all about Plate Tectonics. They are learning how the plate boundaries move 
and how to relate plate tectonics to the formation of crustal features. After Plate Tectonics, the students will learn about the differ-
ent layers of the Earth.   

 

The “Pumpkin Gram” fundraiser will be held towards the end of October to help raise money for the end of the year 6th 
grade trip to Scandia. We will send out more information in a couple of weeks. Thank you for all the continued parent support this 
year!  

If you have any questions for us feel free to contact us!       

 

Mrs. Irvin lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us                           Mrs. Thompson smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us 
  

Mrs. Nicholson cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us .      Mrs. Schulte nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us 
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Fabulous Fifth Grade 

 

We are off to a great start in the fifth grade!  The children have been working hard and are eager to learn.  Our October curriculum includes 

the following: 

LANGUAGE ARTS         Our focus for language arts will be on the big idea of “Where Can an Idea Begin?”  In our reading, we will identify 

important details in text and then use them to concisely and accurately respond to questions.  We will also be looking at how structure of 

text helps us understand the author’s message.  Students should be reading a fiction chapter book at this time as part of their nightly 

reading. 

MATH        Multiplication of both whole numbers and decimals will be the focus during the month.  Students will develop and practice men-

tal strategies for multiplying whole numbers.  They will also connect visual models to the standard algorithm.  Following this, students will 

focus on multiplying decimals by whole numbers.  In preparation for these math topics, children should be actively practicing their multipli-

cation facts through the twelves.   

SCIENCE             Students will be continuing our unit on Life Science.  They are learning about the parts of a cell, plant structure, and pho-

tosynthesis.  The scientific method will be used to help students understand how to plan and conduct experiments. 

SOCIAL STUDIES           In social studies, students will continue learning about the Native American regions of the United States.  We will 

continue working on map skills as well as learning the location of the fifty states and the names of their capitals.  Following this, we will be 

studying the Age of Exploration in North America. 

Have a great month! 

The Fifth Grade Team  

Mrs. Cervantes  Ext. 43542  (mcervamtes@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Sanchez Ext. 43517  (mlsanchez@rusd.k12.ca.us)                  
Mrs. Sperry   Ext. 43526 (hsperry@rusd.k12.ca.us)   Mrs. Wilder   Ext. 43506 (nwilder@rusd.k12.ca.us) 

mailto:lirvin@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:smthompson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:cnicholson@rusd.k12.ca.us
mailto:nschulte@rusd.k12.ca.us
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